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WORD FORMATION 

The English lexicon is expanded by the 

formation of new word forms, occasionally 

to express new meaning, sometimes to 

express existing meaning.  
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WORD FORMATION 

Below are ways in which existing forms can be used to making new 

lexical signs expressing new meaning: 

 Clipping 

 Acronyming 

 Blending 

 Borrowing 

 Coinage 

 Idioms 

 Taboo words 3 



CLIPPING 

Clipping is the shortening of an existing word of more than one 

syllable, generally to a single syllable. Overtime, clipping may 

become more frequent than the longer forms. Common examples, 

are pub (from public house) fan (from fantastic) fax (from 

Facsimile) ad (from advertisement) and flu (from Influenza) 
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ACRONYMING 

 Acronyms are words formed from the first letters of a 

string of words. There are two types of acronym: word acronyms 

and spelling acronyms. 

 Word acronyms are pronounced as single words, 

following the spelling pronunciation. Examples are RAM ( 

Random Access Memory) ROM ( Read Only Memory ) 

UNESCO (United Nations Education Scientific and Cultural 

Organization). Acronyms are often written with capital letters. 
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ACRONYMING 

 Spelling acronyms are pronounced as sequences 

of the names of the letters used rather than as words. 

Examples EU ( European Union), PR (Public Relations) 

and CD ( Compact Disc). Acronym is a popular way of 

forming new terms in modern English and many other 

languages. 
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BLENDING 

 Blends involve the combination of parts of two separate 

words to form a single word. Usually it is the first part (often 

syllable) of one word together with the second part of the other 

word which occurs in that sequence. The word motel is a 

blending of motor and hotel, smog is a blending of smoke and 

fog. 
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BORROWING 

 Borrowing is the process of 

incorporating into one language words 

from another language. It is perhaps 

the most common source of new words 

as pizza, and pasta. 
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COINAGE 

 Coinages are creative invention of new 

words, the degree of creativity of new words is 

limited and speakers exploit exciting words and 

word patterns. Examples, naff (unfashionable, 

worthless), pot (Indian hemp). 
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IDIOMS 

 Idioms are more or less fixed expressions like kick 

the bucket (die), the meaning of which is not predictable 

from the component words or grammar. Although the 

meaning of an idiom is not predictable from the words that 

make it up, in many cases, it is possible to guess some 

motivations for it. E.g. (1) To bury the hatchet. (2)  To build 

a castle in the air. 
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TABOO WORDS 

Taboo words are expressions that are prohibited by 

social and religious conventions. Certain words with 

religious connotations are also tabooed in many cultures 

when used outside of appropriate religious context. For 

instance, words like God and Christ should not be used 

in vain.  

11 



TABOO WORDS 

Words have particularly strong affective values, for example, shit, 

fuck and cunt are among some examples of taboo words. They 

are often called dirty words or filthy words, although there is 

nothing intrinsically dirty about them and there is nothing at all 

unpleasant about them. In addition, many words relating to sexual 

activity, the genitals and some bodily functions are taboo words. 
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Thanks for reading!!! 


